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˜We want all SA’s children to read and write™
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As South Africa struggles to address the backlog created by apartheid education, which marginalised the education of the black majority, a private company has come forward at Durban’s Anjuman Islamia Primary School to address the lack of resources.Picture:Getty Images
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 As South Africa struggles to address the backlog created by apartheid education, which marginalised the education of the black majority, a private company has come forward at Durban’s Anjuman Islamia Primary School to address the lack of resources.
 
The school has 690 pupils from Grade RR to Grade 7, most of whom come from informal settlements. About 160 of these pupils are from refugee families for whom English is a second language. 
 
The school has a dedicated staff whose efforts have paid off – as underlined by the gradual improvement of the school’s performance in the Annual National Assessment (ANA).
 
However, the lack of library facilities has been a huge impediment in improving the children’s literacy rates.
 
The school is already using every square metre of the building, making the option of constructing a library impossible. 
 
It recently approached Ahmed Motala of the New Africa Education Foundation for assistance after it completed a mobile library project for 20 schools in KwaMashu and this was considered a viable option for the Anjuman Islam Primary School. Motala approached the Willowton Group which has now stepped in to fund four mobile libraries for the school, at a total cost of R112000.
 
Deputy school principal Mohamed Akbar Aboobaker said the staff and pupils were elated with the libraries, each of which is stocked with 200 books covering a range of topics. 
 
“This will go a long way in accelerating the literacy programme.There are 40 children per class and, because of the school’s design, it is difficult to move the children around easily,” he said.
 
Aboobaker said the mobile libraries are placed on each floor to cater for pupil’s needs. 
 
Chairperson of Willowton Group, Farouk Moosa, said that a literate, educated society was a “safer, healthier and more prosperous society”.
 
He said the company wanted to promote a culture of reading and writing among children, which would lead to prosperity. “We, as a country, cannot afford to have children who cannot read and write, any longer.”
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